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such discrimination in a Crown Colony.   I refuse to accept the
notion that His Majesty's Government would agree to a proposal
which would, it appears to me, run wholly contrary to the
general policy of the Imperial Government.   But I must refrain
from further discussion as it is dangerous at this moment.   I
must ask of you at present to rest content in the knowledge that
the views you have stated to me to-day are in substance those
we have persistently submitted to His Majesty's Government
as the opinion of India.   That they are presented by you to-day
gives added weight to them.   I wish I could put all the facts
before you.   You would then realize that my Government have
been in full sympathy with the general views of the Indian com-
munity, that it has never wavered in the representation of them
to His Majesty's Government, that it has acted as the spokesman
and advocate of Indian opinion and sentiment.   In this con-
nection, let me remind you that in my council we have had the
benefit of Indian colleagues sitting with us, not only assisting us
with their wisdom and judgment, but reflecting to us the intensity
of the sentiments of India on those great Imperial questions. Sir
Narasimha Sarma is the head of the department that has had
charge of the subject, and those of you who know him well will
recognize that it could not have been in abler or more patriotic
hands.

You have referred to the powerful influences that have been
brought to bear upon His Majesty's Government and pubHc
opinion in England against the legitimate claims of India. We
should, however, remember that powerful influences have been
continuously exerted in support of India, and specially we should
remember that throughout the long and difficult discussions
we have had the full support of Mr. Montagu and, after his
resignation, of Lord Peel, who has been in active communication
with me and my Government throughout this critical period.
At one period after Lord Peel had become Secretary of State,
we thought a decision had been arrived at which involved some
compromise, but which was acceptable to us as a Government.
It is not open to me to discuss its details with you at this moment.
Unfortunately the compromise never became effective, but
this certainly was not due to any failure or omission of the
India Office, for every effort was made on behalf of it by Lord
Winterton, acting under the instructions of Lord Peel. I would
ask you to reserve your judgment upon this and other questions
relating to it and not to come to premature conclusions upon
rumours or prophecies which are not founded upon accurate or